
 

Continued on page 2 

FEBRUARY 2014 

IN THIS ISSUE  
Collaboration in Action 

United Way Participation Results 

Puzzle Corner 

2020 Vision 

Holiday Party Pics 

A Few Words from FMIT  

Sustainability in Focus  

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF 

BIRTHDAYS   
FEBRUARY 

3  -  Ann Ziegelmaier 
  -  Glen Turenne 
  -  Erick Chavarria 
4  -  Norbert Jasiak 
5  -  Christopher Piehl 
6  -  Hilary Draper 
7  -  John Hawkins 
8  -  Thomas Moore 
11  -  George Rocha Degan 
12  -  Vincent Sacco 
  -  Robert Whittier 
  -  Timothy Lukasik 
14  -  Stephen Camburn 
16  -  Charles Flodin 
  -  Robert Hopkins 
19  -  Robert Gross 
20  -  Jarvis Houston 
24  -  Joseph Maher 
25  -  Abby Lerner 
26  -  Michael Mason 
  -  Katherine Deitch 

MARCH 
 2  -  Alfread Harris 
   -  Eric Trepanier 
 3 -  Bruce Jaime 
   -  Julia Winter 
 4  -  Kevin Holm 
 7  -  Theodore Karling 
   -  Timothy Peterson 
   -  Megan Passarelli 
 8  -  Timothy Roland 
 9  -  Michael Czarnecki 
 10  -  Tina Dace 
   -  Ryan Malec 
 12  -  Rickey Jarrell 
 14  -  Cheryl Talac 
 15  -  Vanessa Niedzwiedz 
   -  Michael Miller 
 16  -  Michael Bochenek 
 19  -  Salvador Montoya 
 20  -  Michael Swan 
 21  -  Jorge Encarnacion 
   -  Steven Lovejoy 
 26  -  Spencer Godfrey 

 
28  -  Randy Nimsgern 
   -  Daniel Cunningham 
   -  Franklin Anderson 
30  -  Robert Buckman 
   -  Steven Hopper 
 
 APRIL 
2  -  Edward Sepkowski 
  -  Justin Witt 
3  -  David McElroy 
   -  Vince Imburgia 
   -  Luke Smith 
5  -  Wilton Bennett 
   -  Steve Kindrick 
6  -  Manuel Rubio 
7  -  Laura Racelis-Paradiso 
   -  Philipose Koshy 
9  -  Thomas Walsh 
   -  Jeffrey Hearne 
10  -  Richard Balkcom 
13  -  MaryPat Pyles 
14 -   Anthony Tokich 
15  -  John Moore 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APRIL (continued) 
15 -  Jay Baehr 
19  -  Richard Nemec 
   -  John Gonsior 
   -  Stephen Burke 
 20  -  Vincent Geraci 
 21  -  Susan Budinsky 
 23  -  Keith Barr 
 25  -  Joseph Sak 
   -  Karen Willoughby 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 26  -  Martin Lazare 
 27  -  Charles Davidson 
  -  Timothy Toerber III 
 29  -  Jessica Abrams 
   -  Phi Trung Quach 
 30  -  Benjamin Vinzons 
   -  Harry Myatt 
   -  David Newton 
   -  Andrea Ohrmundt 
   -  Lucy Friedman 

PLANNING A SCHOOL BY THE LAKE 

1 

KARL WOLFF RETIRES 
Karl Wolff was hired on 
October 10, 1972, as a 
Maintenance Engineer on the 
Evanston Campus. He 
maintained and repaired 
heating and air conditioning 
systems, plumbing, as well as 
completing many other 
necessary tasks and services. 
In 1985, he was promoted to 
Assistant Chief Maintenance 
Engineer and in 1990 to Chief 
Maintenance Engineer.  
During his tenure with Northwestern University Karl 
was responsible for the design and management of 
hundreds of successful mechanical upgrade and 
restoration Projects. Karl’s responsibilities also 
included the daily supervision of campus facility 
operations. 
The North Campus Utility Tunnel, which was 
originally built in the year 1912, was completely 
restored in 2013.  

Remember “Y2K”? On January 
1, 2000, computers worldwide 
were to crash because of the 
abbreviated four-digit year. 
Lights would go out; bank data 
would be lost; cars wouldn’t 
start; clocks would stop. It’s a 
mere chuckle and smile now, 
but back then it was hysteria as 
companies frantically modified 
systems so the virtual world 
could survive the close of ‘99. 
That same year, changes were 

taking place at Northwestern University. Facilities Management had been re-
organized with Ron Nayler on board to head FM. Along with FMO and FMDC, a 
new unit was created to focus on planning and replace the space inventory 
system. Paul Weller was hired as FM’s first Director of Planning. He had a staff of 
one—Ann Ziegelmaier, who a decade before had designed the Weber Gateway at 
Sheridan and Chicago. FMP’s first task?  Solve the Y2K problem.  All data on 
buildings and room measurements were kept in a mainframe database that the 
Millennium bug could wipe out. 
Well, Paul and Kevin Grzyb, who during the summer of 1999 joined the Planning 
staff, survived Y2K,  developed SIMS and surmounted many other space 
management and planning challenges. But sometimes it’s not a matter of just 
solving a problem, it’s the long-range perspective of how it fits into the future.  
Northwestern was founded in 1851 by Methodist leaders and attorneys who 
wanted to establish a university to serve the Northwest Territory. John Evans, for 
whom Evanston is named, bought 379 acres of land along Lake Michigan in 
1853. The first building, Old College, opened on November 5, 1855. Another 
building, University Hall, was built in 1869. Over time acreage was sold and 
additional acreage created as landfill in the Lake.  

Continued on page 4    

STAFF CHANGES 

Deborah Burkhart  
Project Manager (Evanston) 
 

Jorge Encarnacion  
Designer/Drafter (Evanston) 

 

Jennifer Iversen 
Asst. Coordinator Archive Digital Project  (Evanston) 

Carrie West was promoted to Assistant Director of 
Facilities Planning as of November 18, 2013. 

Jennifer Sloane was promoted to Ron Nayler’s 
Executive Assistant on January 20, 2013. 

▲  Artist’s rendering of the new Music and Communication School. The 
building is currently under construction. Completion is expected in the 
Spring of 2015. 



 

PUZZLE CORNER 

COLLABORATION IN ACTION   
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UNITED WAY 
The final results are in from the 2013 United Way campaign. 
Here are the winners of the rate award contest: 

#1—Controller group lead by Sabrina Flowers at 84.21% 
#2—Human Resources lead by Sarah Shepherd at 65.09% 
#3—Alumni Relations & Development lead by Marissa 

Kooyers & Claire Gilpin at 53.31% 
#4—University Relations lead by Al Cubbage at 47.73% 
And Most Improved Participation 

also goes to HR for lifting its 
participation rate from 
26.42% to 65.09% 

Congratulations to all our award 
winners and a great big Thank You 
to all who donated. 

Know the answer?  

 
Send it in an email to 
fmnewsletter@northwestern
.edu.  
 
Prizes: Not one but TWO 
prizes this time around, 
folks.  
A snazzy  Wildcats 
drawstring back sack PLUS  
an NU Maplewood picture 
frame. 
Winner will be selected at 
random from correct 
answers received.  
 
Deadline: February 21, 2014. 
(Winner/answers will be 
posted on the FM website.) 

For each of the figures 1, 4, 5, 8 and 9, find its top view. 

Norris Ice Rink open! 
Hours for the rink are 12:30 – 9:00 PM every day 
and FREE with your own skates.  For more info 
visit... 

http://www.norris.northwestern.edu/recreation/
norrisoutdoors/norris-ice-rink/ 

Note: Skate Rental is for NU community only. 

2020 VISION 

FM’S STRATEGIC PLAN 
Since the last Strategic Plan 
update, the five ten-person 
projects and activities 
teams (Partnership, 
Innovation, Customer 
Experience, Stewardship, 
Organization and Talent) have 
detailed approximately 60 
projects.  
Teams are now in the process of 
completing the business cases for each of these projects, with a 
target date set for mid-April. At that time, the projects will be 
assigned three numerical ratings: 
 a rating based on the expected positive impact on FM employees 
 a rating based on the expected positive impact on FM customers 
 a rating based on the estimated resources needed to carry out the 

project 
 
The combined ratings will be used to plot the projects in a matrix to 
aid with the prioritization. “High impact/low cost” projects will be 
targeted initially, and implementation plans for selected projects will 
begin. 

If you’d like more information on strategic planning, please contact:  

Bill Hellman (w-hellman@northwestern.edu) or  
Liz Schaps (l-schaps@northwestern.edu) 

 
Also see articles on strategic planning in our previous FM newsletters online in 
the FM STAFF section of the FM website. 

Work is also scheduled to 
begin on the second floor. 
We’ll have more news and 
pics in the next issue.  

Karl Wolff Retires (continued form page 1) 

The restoration work was made possible in large part to the 
creative design input of Karl Wolff. On December 18, 2013, a 
party was held to honor Karl, at which time the tunnel was 
dedicated to him and became formally known as the Karl 
Wolff Utility Tunnel. 
For the last two years Karl worked as Senior Project Manager, 
and on January 6, 2014, he retired after over 40 years of 
service. 
“Over the years I had the great pleasure to meet and work with 
many nice people,” Karl commented.  “It has been a great 
time to work with all of you.” 

~~~ 

What’s happening at 2020 Ridge Ave? Quite a bit! The cafeteria has 
been re-done, and the third floor is...well, see for yourself. 



 

IF THE GRINCH COULD SEE US NOW 
The annual Holiday Party returned to Sargent Hall after a reprieve last time around in 
Hinman. The winter storm, that also decided to show up on the day of the party, had no 
effect on the high spirits. 
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A FEW WORDS FROM FMIT  
  Upgrades are in progress! 
If your computer’s operating system is 
Windows XP, it will be upgraded to 
Windows 7. Older computers that won’t 
run Windows 7 very well will be replaced 
with new ones. 
 
Maynard Morgan has joined the FMIT Help 
Desk staff to assist us with these upgrades. 
FMIT will contact you to schedule a 
convenient time for your upgrade. We plan 
to have the upgrades completed in early 
April. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Computer problems? Technology questions? 

Contact the FMIT Help Desk at  1-2744! 

The upgrades are coming! 
The upgrades are coming! 

FM Internal Website = Information at Your Fingertips 
Have you used the FM Internal website? Here’s just one example of the information 
you can get there. 

Let’s say you are trying to close a work 
order in FAMIS, but it refuses to close, 
possibly because there are purchase 
orders still open that are tied to the work 
order. How do you find out what those POs 
are? Look on the FM Internal website, of 
course.  

Go to this url:  
http://fmwebprod.fm.northwestern.edu/
FMPortal/Default.aspx 

Click on “Reporting” on the top bar menu, 
and then click “Inventory” in the left side 
menu. The report you want is the first one 
in the list, “FAMIS PO Info for a WO 
Number.” Just click the “Execute” button to see the report. 
 

You can see there are several reports in the 
Inventory list, and there are many report groups 
listed on the left. To get a list of all the reports 
available, run the “FM Report Inventory” report that 
is under the “Website Information” report group. 
You can subscribe to a report and schedule it to run automatically and be delivered to 
you. You can also add a report to “Favorites” so it is easy to find next time you want it.  
 

While you are on the FM Internal website, take a look around. You will find many 
useful documents and forms, and lots of helpful information.  

You see only the reports that 
apply to your job on the website. 
If you need a report that you can’t 
see, please call FMIT at 1-2744. 



 

For questions or comments, please contact: fmnewsletter@northwestern.edu 
 
No part of this document may be reproduced, adapted, transmitted, or stored in any form by any process (electronic or otherwise) without the specific  
written consent of Northwestern University. All rights are reserved.  Copyright  2014.  
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PLANNING A SCHOOL BY THE LAKE (continued from page 1) 
Buildings were added, too often without enough of a look at how 
campus spaces could be shaped as part of this growth. Although 
there are many wonderful buildings and gardens on the Chicago 
and Evanston campuses, some seem to have been placed more 

out of immediate need than as part of 
an overall plan. Over the last decade, 
and especially with the design of the 
new Music and Communication 
Building, new and renovated structures 
take into account the “Framework 
Plan”—taking a broader perspective to 
enhance or develop campus spaces 
along with new buildings. As part of the 
current Music project, the east third of 
the existing two-level parking garage will 
be removed to open up a dramatic 
space in place of parked cars. The new 
“Arts Green” will extend south from Pick 
Staiger to the lakeshore. This makes 
Paul a very happy man. 

“Why would anyone put a parking 
garage on a spot with such a fantastic 
view of Chicago?” he states emotionally. 
Good point. Paul has other things he’d 
like to “fix” on campus, but all in good 
time. Luckily, today he has the help of a 
larger team of planners, space 
managers, real estate managers, and 
drawing archivists. 

What will the NU campus look like in 50 
years? If Paul’s still here, it will be 
nothing less than spectacular. Let’s 
stick around, and see, shall we? 

▲Born and raised in a small 
town close to Philadelphia, Paul 
Weller started out as a Political 
Science major at Ursinus 
College. While working on his 
doctorate at Michigan State in 
East Lansing, he decided to 
change direction, and moved to 
Ann Arbor and the University of 
Michigan to study Architecture. 
A few years after completing his 
degrees, he became a 
Registered Architect in Illinois, 
and found a way to combine his 
academic and architectural 
backgrounds as a project 
manager and space planner at 
the University of Chicago. After 
10 years at the University of 
Chicago and because he was 
very curious about “that other 
institution” on the north side, he 
applied for the newly created 
position of Planning Director. As 
of mid-February, Paul celebrates 
15 years in FM at Northwestern. 

A PDF version of this newsletter is available online at 

www.northwestern.edu/fm/fm-staff/newsletters.html 

HVAC energy saving projects in Frances Searle 
Project Manager: James McKinney 
 
What are details of the project? FM converted the HVAC from 
constant volume to a variable air volume system. This project 
costs $3 million with a payback of five years. 
 
How does this promote sustainability? The renovation of the 
HVAC system results in energy savings by limiting the amount of 
air used for space conditioning to match the real-time loads. 
Additionally, the project reduces the system’s maintenance 
needs through the installation of updated control systems. 
 
When was the project finished? January 2014 

University Library window renovations 
Project Manager: David Grosskopf 
 
What were the goals of the project? Renovate existing window 
system at the University Main Library. 
 
How does this promote sustainability? FM replaced the existing 
single glass with laminated insulated glass, which reduces heat 
gain into the building, decreases heat loss, and provides 
substantial protection against UV light that could damage 
library collections. FM also chose to repair and repurpose the 
library’s wood window frames since wood serves as a good 
insulator and is durable. Cladding the frames with aluminum , 
and adding a silicone sealant (utilizing proper weeps) ensures a 
maintenance-free longevity for the renovated window system. 
Thirty-three tons of glass from the old library windows were also 
recycled. The new window installation is projected to be 73% 
more energy efficient than the previous windows. 
 
When was the project finished? July 2013 

Replacing lighting at Alice Millar Chapel and Parkes Hall 
Project Manager: Richard Painter 
 
How did this project come about? While installing a new fire 
alarm system, the ceiling had to be taken apart to put in 
electrical conduits. It came to the attention of FM that the lights 
in some of the hallways were on all the time. FM saw this as an 
opportunity to replace the fluorescent lights with light–emitting 
diode (LED) bulbs and to install occupancy sensors. 
 
How does this promote sustainability? The lights only come on 
when people are present, which saves energy. LED’s also 
consume fewer watts of electricity per lumen. Fewer fixtures 
and longer maintenance intervals reduce FM Operations and 
Maintenance costs. 
 
When was the project finished? January 2014 

Construction on campus seems to be the status quo these 
days, and many of FM’s efforts are also helping to make NU 
greener. Here are a few examples. 

FROM THE OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY Facilities Management: Sustainability in Focus  

▲The Office of Sustainability, (Allison Potteiger, Julie Cahillane, and Rob Whittier) on the 
Ford Solar Array.  

If you would like to learn more visit the Office of Sustainability's website 
at: http://www.northwestern.edu/sustainability/ 


